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FIREFIGHTERS — CANADIAN DEPLOYMENT 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.19 am]: I would like to take this opportunity 
to inform the house of a task force of Western Australian firefighters who have been deployed to Canada to provide 
much-needed assistance to the people of British Columbia and Ontario who have been battling horrendous wildfires. 
The task force is made up of eight volunteer firefighters, three Department of Fire and Emergency Services career 
officers and six Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions personnel. 

On 26 July, I had the honour, with Minister Sanderson, of farewelling this group before these firefighters selflessly 
put their lives on hold to help our Canadian friends. The 17 men and women from as far away as the Kimberley 
and great southern regions joined 38 firefighters from New South Wales to travel to Canada as part of an Australian 
contingent to relieve their exhausted Canadian counterparts. The firefighters will be deployed for seven weeks, 
including two weeks in quarantine on their return to Australia. The firefighters will fight the fires on the front line and 
help with behind-the-scenes work in fire behaviour analysis, operations, planning and aerial firefighting supervision. 

Canada is battling fires on both sides of the country. The fires are some of the worst that the country has faced in 
recent years, with a state of emergency being declared in British Columbia. Australia has been fortunate to have 
benefited from the generosity of Canadian firefighters during significant fires in recent years, including during 
the black summer bushfires. I am proud that Western Australia can help to return the favour in what has been 
a devastating wildfire season for Canada. I take this opportunity to encourage all members to promote the fire 
safety messages that the Department of Fire and Emergency Services will be sharing soon to ensure that all 
Western Australians stay safe this coming bushfire season. 

In closing, I am sure that all members in this house will join me in acknowledging and thanking each and every one 
of our firefighters, who time and again put their lives on hold to help protect their local communities. I extend my 
sincere thanks to the task force and wish the firefighters all the best as they try to bring these Canadian fires under 
control, and urge them to stay safe. 
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